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Arlington’s Head of School Named Educator of the Year  

 
(FAIRBURN, GA – April 1, 2019) Dr. Vanessa O. Johnson, Head of School at Arlington 
Christian School (ACS), was named Educator of the Year at the 22nd annual Georgia Minority 
Business Awards, which was held in March at the Georgia International Convention Center. 
The award was presented to Dr. Johnson by Tim Williams, Vice President of Marketing and 
External Affairs for GreyStone Power Corporation. 

Dr. Johnson is an exemplary educator and Navy veteran with more than 40 years’ experience 
developing leaders. A two-time retiree, she has a proven record as an accomplished educator 
on the primary, secondary and post-secondary levels and with military personnel. “We are 
always honored to celebrate minority businesses and entrepreneurs from around Georgia who 
are making an impact within their respective business communities,” states Creed Pannell, 
Founder and Executive Director of the Georgia Minority Business Awards.  
“Without question, Dr. Johnson has illustrated such qualities. Arlington is one of the best 
kept educational secrets in our community, and it is refreshing to see the positive direction in 
which the school is headed.” 

A New Orleans native, Dr. Johnson earned a Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education and 
Special Education from Dillard University (Cum Laude). She later entered Officer Candidate 
School, and was commissioned an Ensign in the U.S. Navy. Dr. Johnson attended 
postgraduate school at San Diego State University, earning a Master's in Educational 
Administration and acquiring a subspecialty in Education and Training in the Navy. She also 
received a Master’s in National Security and Strategic Studies from the Naval Command and 
Staff College at the Naval War College. Her Doctorate in Education was earned at Clark 
Atlanta University. Dr. Johnson is married to Rev. Edward Johnson, who is also the Mayor of 
Fayetteville. They are the proud parents of two sons and grandparents to three 
granddaughters. 

Arlington is a private K4-12 educational institution located in Fairburn, Georgia that was 
founded in 1959. It is one of only two private K4-12 institutions in the Fairburn/South Fulton 
area. For more information on Arlington, visit on line www.arlingtonchristian.org. 

Founded in 1959, Arlington Christian School (ACS) is a private institution that is accredited through the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS), now known as AdvanceEd. The School is also accredited 
through the Georgia Accrediting Commission (GAC). It is the mission of ACS to help children grow as Jesus did 
“in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man,” according to Luke 2:52. Since its inception, ACS 
has graduated exceptional scholars who perpetuate the Arlington legacy all across the nation as an institution 
that provides quality education in a Christian environment. ACS is registered with the IRS as 501(c)3 

nonprofit organization.                               
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